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College-going ‘Stoppers’

•Access
•Affordability
•Acknowledgment
•Assurance



PLC & College-going

Known prior 
learning credit 

gains

Known prior learning 
credit 

losses



Current IL 
Prior 
Learning 
Credit 
Policies 

• PLA/PLC is acceptable 
practice 

• IHEs have discretion in 
how to assess it

• ICCB: PLC is awarded only after 15 
credits earned

• PLC only awarded after an 
assessment of documented
experiences

• PLC awarded only if assessed 
experiences demonstrate 
achievement of all PLOs in a 
course or set of courses



Common Prior Learning 
Credit Assessment Practices 
in IL

CLEP

ACT-PEP/RCE Excelsior

DANTES 

ACE [military, corporate]

AP

IB

College exams (written, oral)

Portfolios

Professional training 

Myriad &  Many
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Focus on the 
Incumbent 
Workforce

Embrace the Field 
to 

Develop the Field



Competency-based Professional Education



ECE Level 2 Competencies
HGD1: Identifies and describes 
theories of typical and atypical 
growth in all developmental 
domains and the interaction 
between individual and contextual 
factors on development and 
learning. 
HGD2: Describes the 
interrelationship between 
developmental domains, holistic 
well-being, and adaptive/living 
skills. 
HGD3: Defines how cultural, 
familial, biological, and 
environmental influences, 
including stress, trauma, 
protective factors, and resilience, 
impact children’s well-being and 
learning. 

HSW1: Articulates components 
of a safe and healthy 
environment. 
HSW2: Maintains a safe and 
healthy environment.

IRE1: Describes the role of the 
environment in supporting 
children’s development.

IRE2: Articulates the importance 
of relationships in supporting 
positive developmental and 
behavioral outcomes.

FCR1: Outlines the role and influence of families and 
communities on children’s development, learning, and 
the early childhood setting.
FCR2: Identifies culturally and linguistically responsive 
communication and collaboration strategies designed 
to engage families in their children’s care and 
education.
FCR3: Identifies and models respect for families by 
using strengths-based, culturally responsive practices.

PPD1: Demonstrates professionalism in image, 
behavior, and disposition.
PPD2: Describes historical and present-day 
representations of the fields of early childhood general 
education, early childhood special education, and 
early intervention and how individual experiences and 
values influence perspective and practice within these 
fields.
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Experience a 
Simulation Bit
Pilot testing the virtual-
reality based ECE Level 2 
Credential PLA instrument:
• Volunteer ECE staff from 

around the state
• Competency-based 

Education Network 
(C-BEN)

• Mursion



Lessons Learned
(so far)

It’s more than ‘just’ developing 
the competencies for the IHE 
courses, creating the 
instrument….



SC-BC is college credit that has been evaluated via a 
Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) process that 

recommends both workforce/industry-regulated 
credentials and college-level credit, by using aligned, 
competency-based standardized methods. This type 

of college-level Prior Learning Assessment credit is 
awarded for courses in which competencies are 

documented. The award of SC-BC should shorten 
the prospective learners’ time required to advance 

toward a higher credential or degree. This type of 
PLA credit is used to recognize the learning gained 

by incumbent workers whose competence has been 
verified using standardized assessment processes.

― A new type of 
credit for IL:

Standardized 
Competency-
based Credit

[Brennan & Donovan 
2022] 



Discussion

Questions?
Comments?



Thanks for 
coming!


