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“Compared to the general public, formerly incarcerated people 
are nearly twice as likely to have no high school diploma or 
equivalent, and more than half only hold a high school diploma or 
GED. Less than 4% of formerly incarcerated people hold a college 
degree, compared to 29% of the U.S. population.”

Buitrago, K. & Escobar-Schulz, S. (2020, June). Never Fully Free: The Scale and Impact of Permanent 
Punishments on People with Criminal Records in Illinois. P. 23. Heartland Alliance. Available at 
www.heartlandalliance.org/neverfullyfree.
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Higher Ed Journey

Associate of Science, 
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Undergraduate Certificate in Education Studies, 
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Bachelor of Arts,
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Presenter #2: Angel Pantoja

• Project Coordinator, 
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Illinois University
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14 
Programs 

Available in 
8 Illinois 
Prisons







10 Facts About Prisons and 
Incarcerated People



Why is HEP important?



Empowerment through Higher Ed 
Opportunities in Prison 
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• Policy & Research Director, 
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The Freedom to Learn Campaign (FTL):
Legislative Pathways to Expanding 
Higher Education in Prison (HEP) 

in Illinois
1. Freedom to Pursue Higher 

Ed While in Prison
2. Freedom to Study Without 

Interference
3. Freedom from Censorship
4. Freedom to Continue 

Education Upon Release

www.freedom-to-learn.net
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1. To obtain and analyze existing 
data on HEP in Illinois.

2. To identify data points that 
should be collected to allow for 
meaningful, statewide 
evaluation of HEP.

3. To assess barriers and 
opportunities to HEP in Illinois, 
including barriers and 
opportunities to continuing 
higher education upon release 
from IDOC.

4. To recommend a legislative 
action plan.



HB 3818: Statewide Commission

HB 3740: Higher Education 
Student          Assistance Act

HB 3648: Data Collection



Learn More & Get Involved

• Michael Brawn: brawn1@illinois.edu
• Angel Pantoja: apantoja@adler.edu
• Ashton Hoselton: ahoselto@illinois.edu

ilchep.org

freedom-to-learn.net
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