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Equity drives our system.

We make equity-driven decisions,
elevating the voices of those who have
been underserved, and actively identify
and remove systemic barriers that have

prevented students of color, first generation
college students, low-income students,
adult learners, rural students, and others
from accessing and succeeding in higher
education. Access and affordability are
embedded in our definition of equity.
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Strategic-Plan-2021.html
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PERMANENT PUNISHMENTS

FOR EDUCATION IN ILLINOIS

“Compared to the general public, formerly incarcerated people
are nearly twice as likely to have no high school diploma or
equivalent, and more than half only hold a high school diploma or
GED. Less than 4% of formerly incarcerated people hold a college
degree, compared to 29% of the U.S. population.”

Buitrago, K. & Escobar-Schulz, S. (2020, June). Never Fully Free: The Scale and Impact of Permanent
Punishments on People with Criminal Records in Illinois. P. 23. Heartland Alliance. Available at
www.heartlandalliance.org /neverfullyfree.
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Mission

ILCHEP advocates for greater access to quality higher education
opportunities for all people who are incarcerated in Illinois while
supporting policies that will abolish our state’s and nation’s reliance on

criminalization and incarceration.

Vision

ILCHEP is a state and national leader in amplifying the higher
educational opportunities and voices of incarcerated individuals
through liberatory education, direct instruction and policy advocacy.

Our ultimate goal is to become obsolete by abolishing our state’s and

nation’s reliance on criminalization and incarceration.



10 Facts About Prisons and
Incarcerated People



Why is HEP important?



Empowerment through Higher Ed
Opportunities in Prison
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The Freedom to Learn Campaign (FTL):
Legislative Pathways to Expanding
Higher Education in Prison (HEP)

in IIIinciis

Freedom to Pursue Higher
Ed While in Prison

2. Freedom to Study Without
Interference

3. Freedom from Censorship

4. Freedom to Continue
Education Upon Release

www.freedom-to-learn.net



‘It’s the racial stuff’:
Illinois prison banned,
removed books on black
history and empowerment
from inmate education
program

By Peter Nickeas
Chicago Tribune
Aug 15, 2019 at 12:31 pm

Photo credit: Zbigniew Bzdak/Chicago Tribune



To obtain and analyze existing
data on HEP in lllinois.

To identify data points that
should be collected to allow for
meaningful, statewide
evaluation of HEP.

To assess barriers and
opportunities to HEP in lllinois,
including barriers and
opportunities to continuing
higher education upon release
from IDOC.

To recommend a legislative
action plan.



HB 3818: Statewide Commission

HB 3740: Higher Education
Student Assistance Act

HB 3648: Data Collection



Learn More & Get Involved
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freedom-to-learn.net

e Michael Brawn: brawnl@illinois.edu
* Angel Pantoja: apantoja@adler.edu
 Ashton Hoselton: ahoselto@illinois.edu
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