


•	 Founded in 2007 as a Subcommittee of the Economic 
Development Council for Central Illinois

•	 Purpose - To bring together manufacturers and educators to 
change the view of modern manufacturing, to position regional 
manufacturing as a smart career path, and to actively engage high 
school students.

•	 Has evolved into a group of professionals from throughout 
	 Central Illinois who REALLY care about our community.

The Specialized Manufacturing
Strategy Group - Who are we?



Our First Steps
in Bridging the Gap



Our First Steps in Bridging the Gap

Align Regional Manufacturing with Schools

Closing the Loop
to a Future

in Manufacturing

Job Shadowing
Opportunities

Teacher Resources
& Expertise

In-School
Presentations

Manufacturing 
Expos

Co-Op Work
Programs

Career Path
Counseling

On-Line Resources
MakeItIllinois.org



Align Regional Manufacturing with Schools

Closing the Loop
to a Future

in Manufacturing

Job Shadowing
Opportunities

Teacher Resources
& Expertise

In-School
Presentations

Manufacturing 
Expos

Co-Op Work
Programs

Career Path
Counseling

On-Line Resources
MakeItIllinois.org

Our First Steps in Bridging the Gap



Align Regional Manufacturing with Schoolss

Closing the Loop
to a Future

in Manufacturing

Job Shadowing
Opportunities

Teacher Resources
& Expertise

In-School
Presentations

Manufacturing 
Expos

Co-Op Work
Programs

Career Path
Counseling

On-Line Resources
MakeItIllinois.org

Our First Steps in Bridging the Gap



Align Regional Manufacturing with Schools

Closing the Loop
to a Future

in Manufacturing

Job Shadowing
Opportunities

Teacher Resources
& Expertise

In-School
Presentations

Manufacturing 
Expos

Co-Op Work
Programs

Career Path
Counseling

On-Line Resources
MakeItIllinois.org

Our First Steps in Bridging the Gap



Align Regional Manufacturing with Schools

Closing the Loop
to a Future

in Manufacturing

Job Shadowing
Opportunities

Teacher Resources
& Expertise

In-School
Presentations

Manufacturing 
Expos

Co-Op Work
Programs

Career Path
Counseling

On-Line Resources
MakeItIllinois.org

Our First Steps in Bridging the Gap



Align Regional Manufacturing with Schoolss

Closing the Loop
to a Future

in Manufacturing

Job Shadowing
Opportunities

Teacher Resources
& Expertise

In-School
Presentations

Manufacturing 
Expos

Co-Op Work
Programs

Career Path
Counseling

On-Line Resources
MakeItIllinois.org

Our First Steps in Bridging the Gap



Align Regional Manufacturing with Schoolss

Closing the Loop
to a Future

in Manufacturing

Job Shadowing
Opportunities

Teacher Resources
& Expertise

In-School
Presentations

Manufacturing 
Expos

Co-Op Work
Programs

Career Path
Counseling

On-Line Resources
MakeItIllinois.org

Our First Steps in Bridging the Gap



Align Regional Manufacturing with Schools

Closing the Loop
to a Future

in Manufacturing

Job Shadowing
Opportunities

Teacher Resources
& Expertise

In-School
Presentations

Manufacturing 
Expos

Co-Op Work
Programs

Career Path
Counseling

On-Line Resources
MakeItIllinois.org

Our First Steps in Bridging the Gap



•	 Involves nearly 800 students from 30 high schools

•	 Students tour one of five local manufacturing facilities

•	 Lunch and a career expo follows at Peoria Civic Center

•	 Features testimonials from young people who have chosen 
manufacturing as a career and presentations from regional 
manufacturers who are in need of new, young talent

Discover Manufacturing Expo
October 24, 2012



Discover Manufacturing Expo






We Need to Bridge the Gap 
Between High School Classes 
and Manufacturing Careers

CNC Machining
Welding

Maintenance



What Are Our Next Steps?
•	 Meet with local high schools

•	 Define the gap for each high school

•	 Create an individual action plan to bridge the gap for each school

•	 Develop a partnership with ICC and the high schools to offer 
courses in CNC Machining, Welding, and Maintenance

•	 Assist in development and work with educators to embrace 
programs that lead to certificate opportunities

•	 Develop a consistent curriculum for high school students that can 
earn a certificate in CNC Machining, Welding, and Maintenance
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High School C
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Welding
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NIMS 
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Mill
CNC

MTN
Maintenance NIMS - National Institute for Metalworking Certificate

AWS - American Welding Society Certificate
MTN - Maintenance Certificate (to be named)



Standardize Manufacturing Curriculum
We need standardization in High Schools & Illinois Central College
	 •  NIMS - National Institute for Metalworking Certificate

	 •  AWS - American Welding Society Certificate

	 •  MTN - Maintenance Certificate (To be named)



Other Opportunities for High Schools
Manufacturing Co-Op at ICC
	 •  Junior Year - Basic Manufacturing Classes

	 •  Senior Year - Advanced Manufacturing Classes (CNC)

Manufacturing Co-Op at Manufacturing & ICC
	 •  Senior Year - On-the-Job Training & 
		  High School Manufacturing Classes

	 •  Senior Year - On-the-Job Training & 
		  ICC Manufacturing Classes
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. . .  to Bridge
the Gap!
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